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went at the double. The regiment followed, with a shout of, c Long live the Emperor!' exterminated some hundred Austrians, remained master of the position, and got back the body of its colonel, which a grenadier company brought and laid down at the Emperor's feet. As you quite understand, the Emperor cared nothing about having the poor officer's body, but he wished to attain the double object of re-taking the village, and impressing upon the troops that the colonel is a second Hag, which a good regiment should never abandon. This conviction in moments of difficulty exalts-the courage of the men and leads them to fight obstinately around their chief, dead or living. Then, turning to Prince Berthier, the Emperor reminded him of the discussion in the council, adding, c If when I asked for the colonel there had been a lieutenant-colonel instead of the major, they would have said, "Here he is," and the effect which I wished to produce would have been less Impressive, for in the soldier's eyes lieutenant-colonel and colonel are pretty nearly synonymous titles.3 Then the Emperor sent word to-' the major, who had just taken his regiment along so bravely, that ho promoted him to colonel.
From what I have just told you yon may judge the magic power which Napoleon exercised over his troops, since his presence and a few words from him were enough to send them into any danger ; and you can also see with what readiness he could turn to advantage any incident of the battle-field. This episode seemed to me all the more worth recording, since the title of lieutenant-colonel was mistakenly revived under the Ilestoration.
Here is another anecdote, the chief interest of which is that it gave occasion to a very sensible remark on the part of Lannes. While the infantry of our corps was crossing the bridges and the cavalry was awaiting its turn, a major of the 7th Chasseurs, named M. Hulot d'Hozery, now a general, [we saw Mm in 1814 on the staff of the Emperor Alexander, when the foreign armies entered Paris], being a very brave man, and urged by curiosity to find out what was taking place on the field of battle, left his regiment at Ebersdorf,,our colonel! } and off he lost sight of us,r Scott, mainly, it wonld appear, on the authority of Napoleon himself (as reported by Las Oases) and Savary.essi&res looked confused, and must have felt still more so when the Emperor sat down to dinner without inviting him, while he made Marshal Lannes take a seat at his right hand. My and I were as sad this evening as we had beenve Bessidres, and the antipathy
